OB3SERVATIONS ON THE NEW CY DER. TAX, K. 


NUMBER Kxv. 


lity dedicated to his Moſt Gracious 


A. OUT three years ago, I in all humi- 
aj 


eſty, the ſecond edition of my calculations 
of the preſent taxes yearly paid by a family of 
each rank, degree or claſs in this kingdom of 
England ; moſt humbly believing, that ſuch 
fort of knowledge comes within the ſphere of 
princely attention ; and being at the ſame 
time convinced, that much diſquiet had been 
cauſed in good minds, by very erroneous 0- 
pinions concerning the amount of public 
taxes in each private family. 

For ſuch was the rage of oppoſition, dur- 
ing the greater e of the reigns of their 
late Majeſties, King George I. and King 
George II. that the people of England were 
taught to believe they paid two-thirds of their 


and though it might then have been made ap- 
pear, that not one-third of thoſe rents or in- 
comes was ſo paid for taxes, yet, I cannot 
find that a work ſo neceſſary for the repoſe 
of this nation, was undertaken by any per- 
ſon, until I ſet about it in the year 1756. 
Upon which occaſion it might have been 


expected, that ſome of thoſe ſtateſmen, who 


for twenty years liad been multiplying exceed- 
ingly, the thorny cares of a crown, would 
have tried to prop up their diſcontent-working 
battery ; but it ſunk under the weight of 
truth, without the aid of eloquence ; and 


now that ſome of thoſe very ſtateſmen, with 


others of like diſpoſition, ſeem to be very 
aſſiduous in the ſame ſort of multiplication, 
the dutiful reſpe& I bear to my Sovereign, 
and the ſtability of the Britiſh empire, oblige 
me once more to bring upon the carpet, 
thoſe calculations. 

For though in my paper, Number IV, I 
have inſerted, from a parliamentary report 
therein referred to, an account of the neat 
prod uce of the public revenues of England 


and Scotland, in ſeven years ſince the union, 


and have there ſaid that Engliſhmen, in pro- 
portion- to their property, pay fiſteen times 
what Scotchmen. pay for taxes, yet, there 


ill ſomething avant ing; it will therefore be 


expedient to ſhew, what parts of the vaſt year- 
ly payments made for Engliſh taxes, come from 
the purſes or pockets of a family of each 
rank, degree or claſs ; and to place by them, 
thoſe ſhadows of taxes which families of the 
like eſtate or claſs pay in Scotland. 


F of the preſent Taxes 


early paid by a Family of cach Rank, 
© Degree or Claſs, in England and Scotland. 
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aa. Manufacturers of Wood, Iron, &c. 
6. Manufacturers of Wool, Silk, &c. 
c. Common Labourers. 


d. Huſbandmen and Labourers, * 


Such is the aſtoniſhing difference between 
Engliſh and Scotch payments for TAXES, ac- 
cording to the beſt accounts and information 
that . been able to meet with! — but 
why it is to be ſo, I know not; for no ſuch 
thing ever was meant or intended by the trea- 
ty of union between the two kingdoms. 

So far, I ſay, is this from having been the 
caſe ; that even the Lords Commiſſioners for 
Seotland, who, in treating of the union were 
the repreſentatives of the whole Scotch na- 
tion, did not only acknowledge the ;y/ice of 


rents or incomes, for, or on account of, taxes; 


By J. MASSIE. 


an equality of taxes, but pointed out the a- 


tional neceſſity of it; I; mult therefore deſire 
the ee fg merchants, tradeſmen, and 


manufacturers of England, once more to pe- 


ruſe in the very words of thoſe Lords Com- 
miſſioners, the anſwer they thought proper 
to make upon this important affair, to the 
Lords Commiſſioners for England. . 

But the Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland 
from their conſideration of the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of that kingdom, find themſelves 
under a neceſſity to renew their propoſal of 
a general exemption for /ome competent time, 
from all other exciſes and burthens, beſides 
theſe great duties already conſented to: 


of trade BE, ENABLED cheerfuily to bear 
ANEQUALITY OFALL OTHER 
. BUR'THENS, WHICH «au! greatly ad- 
wance a firm union and coalition of affeftions 
and intereſts betwixt the two kingdoms" 


a a aA R a 6A _ aA „ aA & a 


P yy 30. : TY j eras 
s reaſonably may a man expect to make 
the Sun ſhine brighter. and warmer, by a 


diſſertation upon the principles of Light and 
Heat, as, by explanations or annotations, 


to give clearer or ſtronger ideas of this plain 


Engliſh and ſound Policy, than the text itſelf 


will impreſs upon Oy: intelligent mind. 
And in relation to the temporary exemprion 
from Taxes, which is here mentioned in- 
definitely, both as to duration and extent, 
the treaty of union, as ratified by the par- 
liamenis of both kingdoms, and thFreby 
made a law common to both, will be to de- 
cide upon the duration and extent of the 
ſaid temporary exemption ; I muſt therefore 
refer to the eighth article of that treaty, 
whereby it 1s ſtipulated, that Scotland ſhall, 
for the ſpace of ſeven years from the union, 
be exempted from paying ſuch duties on ſalt 
made. there, as were then payable for ſalt 
made in England, and that afterwards the 
ſaid Duties ſhould take place in Scotland. 
Other temporary exemptions from ſeveral 
Engliſh taxes, likewiſe are ſtipulated by the 


10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 articles of the union- 


treaty, though none of them were for ſo lon 

a time, as the exemption from the ſalt duties, 
and therefore ſeven years is the longeſt term 
the ſaid exemption extended to; but more 
than SEVEN TIMEs, Seven Tears have ex- 


pired ſince the union took place, and thereby 


removed every ſhadow of a pretext for 
talking about exemptions from taxes, half a 
century after zh» REASON of them is GONE ; 
ſo that we muſt now recur to fundamental 
principles reſpecting futurity. | 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES for a 


* 


Guidance in all Times to come. 


« Article XV. Whereas by the Terms of 
ce this Treaty, the Subjects of Scotland, for 
&« preſerving an E QUALITY or TRADE 
«© throughout the UNI TED KINGDOM, will 
&« be liable to ſeveral Cuſtoms and Exciſes now 
tec payable in England, &c. - 

Article XIV. —— And ſeeing it cannot 
„be ſuppoſed that the Parliament of Great- 
„ Britain WILL EVER lay any Sort of Bur- 
& thens upon the united Kingdom, but what they 
ce fall find of Neceſſity at that Time for the Pre- 
« ſervation and Grad OF THE WHOLE, and 
« with DUE REGARD ro the Circumſtances 
« and Abilities of EVERY PART of the united 
& Kingdom ; Therefore it is agreed, that there 
te be no further Exemption inſiſted on for any 
« Part of the united Kingdom, but that the 
& Confideration of any Exemptions beyond what 
* are already agreed on in this Treaty, ſhall be 
left to the Determination of the Parliament of 
Great Britain.” 


From this fundamental principle of future 
taxation, it is moſt evident, that both nations 
confided in the JUSTICE of the parliament 
of Great Britain; and without ſuch mutual 
confidence, I do not ſee how the two king- 
doms ever could have been united ; nor do I 
ſee how they can ſubſiſt in union, any longer 
than à due regard, in laying the burthens of 
government, 7s had to the circumſtances and 
abilities of every part of the united kingdom, at 
the time of laying ſuch burthens; though they 
may continue coupled, till one hath ſubju- 
gated or ruined the other, 

For equal Juſtice is a principle fo deeply 
rooted in human nature, that high and low, 
rich and poor, all ſee it with equal clearneſs, 
in the common concerns of life ; and to pre- 
ſerve to mankind ſo great a bleſün and ſecu- 
rity, is the great end and deſign of every go- 
vernment ; I am therefore all amazement, to 
think that in a country ſo famed for its ex- 
cellent conſtitution of government, there 


ſhould be ſuch inequalities of taxation, as 1 


believe are not to be found upon record in 


the hiſtory of any civilized empire, kingdom 


or tate whatfocver. 


that the ſubjects of Scotland MAY by the benefit | 


NUMBER XXVI. 


15 the courſe of theſe wide-ranging and 
reatly diverſified obſervations on the New 
Cyder Tax,. I have been obliged to introduce 
ſuch a vaſt variety of matters and things, that 
a general abſtract of their import and mean- 
ing 15 now become a neceſſary clue to an eaſy 
comprehenfion of the Whole. 
In my firſt 5 85 on this ſubject, I have 
made it appear by ſad experience, in England, 
France and Holland, that trade cannot ſubſiſt 
without mutual truft among private men, nor 
thrive to any degree without a Confidence both + 
of public and private ſafety, and conſequently a 
truſt in the government from an opinion of its 
ſtrength, wiſdom and juſtice. = Sir WILLIAM 
TEMPLE. oV 
In my ſecond paper I have briefly ſhewn, 
that our Woollen Manufadtury is the flay and 


ſtrengtb of England. 
Printed minutes of proceedings in the union | Frou of OY 


In my K * Number II. III. and IV. after 
obſerving that about half our woollen-manu- 
Facturies are ſeated in the cyder counties, I have 
made it appear by their former Newfoundland 
fi/ning trade migrating to France, by a cotempo- 
rary migration of their ævoollen- manufacturers 
to Ireland, and by a later migration of other 
aboollen manufacturers from thence into York- 
fire, that thoſe. cyder counties, before the 
New Cyder Tax took place, were ſcarcely able to 

preſerve their proper ſhare of trade. 

In my papers Number III. and IV. I have 
alſo made it appear by a vaſt increaſe of woollen 
manufactury in Yorkſhire, and by a prodigious 
diſparity between Engliſh and Scotch taxations, 
that our woollen and other manufacturies are 
already travelling Northward, and that his 
New Cyder Tax is likely to help a confiderable 
Part of them OVER THE TWEED. 

In my paper Number V. there is inſerted 
a Scotch gentleman's account of the product, 
manufacturies and trade of Scotland, a little 
before the Union, whereby it appears that 
the people of that kingdom have the natural 
means of rivalling the people of England in 
their ſeveral branches of manufuctury and 


trade. 


In my paper Number VI. I have inſerted a 
ſtate of the trade between England and Scot- 
land, and a ſtate of the trade between England 
and Ireland, from 21 to 1702, whereby it 
appears that the people of Scotland had then 
made ſuch a F in manufacturies and trade, 
as to gain about {170,000 fterl. a year by their 
trade ævith this nation; and yet did not con- 
ſume one third part ſo much of Engliſh com- 
modities and manufactures, as during the 
ſame time were conſumed in Ireland, though 
it contains only half the number of people 
reckoned to be in Scotland. 5 

In my paper Number VII. I have inſerted an 
addreſs from the parliament of England to the 
great king Villiam, in relation to an Indi 
and African company then newly "eſtabliſhed 
in Scotland, with very extraordinary privi- 
leges and advantages ; inſomuch that the par- 
liament therein repreſented that . by rea/or 
* of thoſe. great advantages (in taxes and 
other burthens of government) and the 
&* duties and difficulties that lie upon that trade 
« in England, à great part of the flock and 
« ſipping of this nation will be carried thi- 
ther, —— ſo that I am ſupported by an 
ENGLISH Parliament, when I fay, that 
neither the people of England, nor their poſterity, 
can preſerve their public revenues, their land 
and houſe-rents, or their family incomes, without 
having the Taxes and other burthens of go- 
vernment laid equally upon England and Scot- 
land, in proportion 10 their abilities to bear the 
ſame. 

In my pa Number VIII. and IX. I 
have inſerted three accounts of the foreign 
trade of England ; one in the reign of king 
Edward III. another in the reign of king 
James I. and the other in the reign of king 
William III. with neceſſary explanations, &c“ 
annexed to each of them; whereby it un- 
deniably appears, that the landholders of 
England, in ſucceſſion, du owe to the wwoollen- 
manufatury, and to that only, every penny of 
money they hawe received for their land-rents, 


_ within the ſpace of four hundred years. 


In = paper Number X. I have ſhewn, 
that a ſucceſſion of bloody and expenſive 
wars hath brought upon the manufacturies 
and trade of England, ſuch an enormous load- 
of taxes, that the wiſdom of parliament hath” 
year after year been employed in counter- 
acting the ſame, by granting drawbacks, 
bounties and premiums, to keep our manu- 
facturies and trade from ſinking ; and what 
farther or more ſtriking proofs than ALL 
THESE, doth any man, profeſſing know- 
ledge in the weal of ENGLAND, require; 
before he WILL SEE that this new Cyder- Tax 
looks ruin and deſtruction; and before he WILL 
FIND OUT, that ſuch a Tax may * the 
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lou g- run keep more GUINTAS out of the 

peblic Exchequer, than it will ever brin 

SHELLINGS into that Exchequer ? a 
So endeth the ue er- Tax. 


In my paper Number XI. I have caft 
about for ſome ſheathing that may enable the 
OLD ENGLAND man of war to keep the 
fea, during any fterm that may hereafter blow 


over from the French coaſt ; and 2 the 
fades of that noble ſhip from ſuch deeper Taæx- 


borings as otherwiſe might reuder her unable to 
endure tempeſtuous weather ; it being a con- 
ſtant maxim among able and honeſt miniſters 
ang pilots to provide in a calm, againſt a ſtorm, 
but I find the ſcarcity of proper ſheathing 
HO preat in England, that I have been ob- 
liged to look for help in our treaty of union 
with Scotland; and there, the trees proper 
for ſuch Seat bing, are ſo encompaſſed with 
briars and brambles, that I have been ob- 
liged to employ my papers Number XII. 
XIII. XIV. and XV. in earing them away. 
In my paper Number XVI. XVII. and 
XVIII. I have inſerted a brief account of the 
many and great things which, by a parliamentary 
acguieſcence on behalf of England, have been 
done for Scotland; over and above a juſt per- 
formance of all that is. ſtipulated by the 
Union-Treaty ; and excluſive of ſuch im- 
proving, or otherwiſe ſalutary laws, as the 
nown principles of Engliſh government, 
equally intitle the inhabitants of each and 
eyery part of this kingdom, from time to 
time, as occaſion ſhall require, to apply for in 
due manner and form. = 
In my papers Number XIX. XX. and XXI. 
J have laid before the landholders of Eng- 
land, an account of the eonſequences which 
have reſulted to the manufacturies, fiſheries 
and trade of Scotland; Two thirds whereof 1 
nay * ſay are owing fo Engliſh Genereſity 
Ance the Union, and only one third of them de- 
riwed from the terms of the Union-Treaty. 

In my. paper Number XXII, the burthens 
of government within each of thoſe three 
united kingdoms which conſtitute the BRI- 
TISH EMPIRE, are adjuſted by their re- 
ſpective yearly exports of 
manufactures, the eftabliſhed and only known 
#ule of ability in trading nations which draw 
their wealth from induſfiry, and not from mines 

in their own territories; and according to that 
adjuſtment, thoſe very Scotch Taxes, which 
before the Union, made about ſixteen /hillings 
in the pound upon the then trade of Scotland, do 
not now, with the aid of various other taxes 
ſince laid ypon that kingdom, produce, clear 
of all 2 on account of it, more mo- 
ney yearly, than a pound rate of one ſhilling in 
the pound, on the preſent yearly exports of com- 


| moditjes and manufattures from Scotland, amounts 


70 ; according to the beſt information that [I 
have been able to acquire of thoſe matters; 
while on the other n the taxes of England 
make about ſixteen ſhillings in the pound upon its 
trade, and the taxes of Feland make about nine 
ſpillings in the found upbn tht” trade of that 
A 3 © Fa 
| fa my paper Number XXIII. I have ſhewn 
the natural neceſſity of union between England, 
Scotland and Ireland; I have alfo taken a cur- 
ſory view of that diſcord and poverty which 
their naturally jarring intereſts nevertheleſs 

cauſed to prevail between and within them, un- 

til the ſame quere moſt happily conciliated, by 

eruly wiſe councils in the reign of that conſummate 
frateſman and general, Lang William III. / 
glorious memory. 1 . F 
In my paper Number XXIV. I have ſhewn 
bow flrongly the ſaid _ hepty conciliation of 
thoſe jarring intereſts hath Been ſupported by 


gland, while on the other hand it hath been 
greatly infringed by Scotland, ' OO 


commodities and 


(2) 

And, in my paper Number XXV. TI have, 
by acomparative {tate of Engliſh and Scotch 
taxations for a family of each rank, degree 
or claſs, brought the main reſult of tneſe 
tedious obſervations within the comprehenſion 
of all orders and degrees of men within this 
kingdom of England; ſo that every man, 


from the firſt peer down to the labourer, may 
thereby at once ſee, how much drearer than his 


com eer of equal in Scotland, be pays for that 


prolection from Britiſh government, which con- 
ſlilutionally and actually, is diffuſed equally 
throughout the realm. 

I preſume not to know, what reaſons can 
be given to the peers of England, why the 
peers of Scotland ſhould not, in proportion to 
their property, pay egually for ſuch equa! pro- 
teion of their lives, honours, and eſtates, ex- 
cepting only the ſtipulated inequalities in the 
land and beer taxes ; but I know that the 
Lords Commiſſioners for England, fo clearly 
foreſaw the nationally ruinous conſequences 
to England, of any long enduring inequality 
of taxes affecting trade, that, in treating of 
the terms of union with Scotland, they net- 
ther would nor did conſent to any ſuch 


thing. 


And after having, in the courſe of theſe 
ohſervations, had ſuch juſt and frequent cauſe 
to admire the wiſdom and integrity of thoſe 
Engliſh Peers and Commoners, in a moſt 
faithful diſcharge of that important truſt, I 


cannot at once be unjuſt zo their FAME, and 


to their FAMILIES. 

Arife to thought, ye thrice reverend and 
veneravle SAGES AND SENATORS or 
ENGLAND, whoſe 1 eyes en- 
abled ye to read in their 
LYCURGUS once in SPARTA read, 


| Tur 0 
REMO TEST CAUSES 
JC 
RISE———STABILITY— 
* ob. 4 

RUIN or EMPIRES, 


Thomas Teniſon, Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 

William Coxuper, Lord Keeper of the Great 
| Seal. 99-0 . 

8 Archbiſhop of Vork. 

Sidney Godolphin, Lord High Treaſurer. 

Thomas Earl of Pembroke, Preſident of the 
Privy Council. | . | 


Jobn Duke of Newcaſtle, Keeper of the Pri- 
vy Seal. e e e ee eee 


William Duke of Devonſbire, Steward of th 
' Houſhulyd; Coe ee 
Charlis Duke of Somerſet, Maſter of the 
Horſe, * e 
Charles Duke of Bolton. 
Chatles Earl of Sunderland. 
Evelyn Earl of Kingſton. 
Eharles Earl of Carliſle. 
E award Earl of Orford. 
Charles Viſcount Townſhend, 
Thomas Lord Wharton. 
74 Lord Grey.. 
ohn Lord N. 
ohn Lord Sommers. 
Charles Lord Halifax. 
„n Smith, Privy Councellor. 
Hallau Cavendiſh, Marquis of Hartington, 
fob Manners, Marquis of Granby 
ir Charles Hedges, Secretary of State. 
Robert Harley, Secretary of State. 
Henry Boyle, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Sir John Holt, Lord Chief Juſtice. 5 
Sir Thomas Trevor, Lord Chief- Juſtice. 
Sir Edward Northey, Attorney-General, 
Sir Simon Harcourt, Solicitor- General. 
Sir John Cooke, Advocate-General, 
zephen Weller, Doctor of Laws, £4 


of that kingdom may be ſupplied wi 
_ three farthings ſterling the Engliſh pint, which 
is not half the pou that the manutacturers and 


r{t principles, as 


NUMBER N. 
S Ways and MAN s to replace 
the New C yder-Tax,and ſuch other Vaxes, 
as are moſt burthenſome to the Manufacturies, 
Trade and poor working People of England ; 
to the Amount of One Million Oue Hundred 
7 houſand Pounds Sterling per Anuum. : 
In Scotland there may be raited yearly 
On Houſes, 2 8. gach, about — 20, oo 
* On Malt, 4 4 4. per Buſhel — 30,009 
On Beer, 15. 11 54 4. per Barrel — 50, 


To replace the New Cyder-Tax — 100,000 


N. B. That after theſe additional Taxes are 
laid upon malt, ale and beer in Scotland, the 
manufacturers and common working n 

ch ale at 


common working people of England are 
obliged to Pay out of their wapes, tor the like 
quantity of ale or ſtrong beer. 

So that without the aid of other taxes, to 
make the burthens of government equal in 
England and Scotland, in proportion to their 
abilities, it will be impoſſible for this nation 
to prevent their manufaturies and trade, and 
by conſequence, their land rents and incomes, 
from travelling into SCOTLAND. | 

All which was moſt ſagacioully foreſeen by 
the Lords Commiſſioners of England, when 
they told the Lords Commiſſioners for Scot- 


land, That it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the 


Parliament of Great Britain will ever lay an 
ſort of burthens upon the united kingdom, 
but what they ſhall find of neceſſity at th; 
time for the preſervation and good of I I K 
WHOLE, and with DUE REGARD 
to the circumſtances and abilities of BVERY 
"PART of the united kingdem; and to allow 
of any ſuppoſition to the contrary, would be to 
form, and ſet up an unan/werabls argument 
AGAINST UNION ITSELEF.”.. 
printed minutes of proceedings in the Union, 


age 31. | 
1 With this principle of EQUAL JUSTICH 
the Lords Commiſſioners for Scotland were 19 
ſenſibly affected, that at their very next confe- . 
rence, with the Lords Commiſſioners for 
England, they readily conſented that the ſame 
ſhould be made à fundamental principle of 
FUTURE TA ATION, and it is ac- 
cordingly inſerted in the 14th article of the 
Treaty of Union, as ratified by the Parlia- 
ments of both kingdoms. 

80 that, to ares the Parliament of 
Great Britain wor 1 7 lay the op het of 

overnment otherwiſe than for the preſerpation 
wy 2 of TH E WHO LE ad with- 
out due regard to the circumſtances and abilities 
of EVERY PART, is here declared on 

ehalf of England, and admitted on behalf of 
Scotland, to be an unanſwerable argument 
AGAINST e UNION if. * 

am therefore ſupported by the Parliaments 

of both kingdoms, when 1 ſay that a ſeven- 
fold increaſe in the yearly exports of commo- 
dities and manufactures from Scotland, ſince 
the Union, hath made a longer continuance ' 
of the new Cyder-Tax, and of certain other 
burthens on the manufacturies and trade of 
this nation, alike repugnant to the WE AL oy 
ENGLAND, and to te UNION avuh 
c 99574 | 


N. B. One of the Engliſh Cyder Counties 
pays for Land-Tax only, more Money than 
all the People of Scotland now pay for all 
ſorts of Taxes, clear of the deductions for 
that kingdom and its product, manufaQuries, 


Kc. as already eſtimated,” * 
[ To be continued, ] 


